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The scientific theory of evolution by natural selection has had a profound philosophical
influence on ideas of chance, purpose and progress, sometimes running into conflict with
religion in the process. The touchy nature of these questions means that they are rarely
discussed openly in scientific circles. This course will provide a forum for rigorous, authentic,
respectful but not circumscribed discussion of these core philosophical issues, including both
scientific and theological perspectives. Students of any religious belief or none are equally
welcome. Discussions will be structured around assigned readings, announced in advance, to
be read before the class meets. Choice of readings may be directed by the expressed interests
of the class. Students will take turns to lead the discussion and are also required to contribute
to an associated blog.

The course will not meet every week, but discussions may often last longer than an hour,
with 2 hours being typical. The course will include guest lectures invited from across the
country, which may not always coincide with the regular course time: in this case students
are expected to make all reasonable effort to attend these lectures, subject to prior constraints.
Otherwise, each student is expected to attend every class session; however, all holidays
or special events observed by organized religions will be honored for those students who
show affiliation with that particular religion, and absences pre-approved by the UA Dean
of Students (or Dean's designee) will be honored. Enrollment in the course signifies that a
student will participate to the best of his or her abilities in each class session.

At times, discussion may include material of a sensitive nature. No opinion will be considered
inappropriate for discussion, but the manner of the discussion must be appropriate. In order
to deal with these complex issues productively, it will be important to identify the intellectual
content of arguments. One goal of the class is to improve students’ ability to deal with
emotionally laden material in an academic manner. Distracting or personal rhetoric will be
discouraged.

Policy Against Plagiarism

http://dos.web.arizona.edu/uapolicies

Policy Against Threatening Behavior

http://policy.web.arizona.edu/~policy/threaten.shtml.

Academic Integrity

Integrity is expected of every student in all academic work. The guiding principle of academic
integrity is that a student's submitted work must be the student's own. This principle is
furthered by the Student Code of Conduct and disciplinary procedures established by ABOR
Policies 5-308 - 5-403, all provisions of which apply to all University of Arizona students.
For further information, please see: http://w3.arizona.edu/~studpubs/policies/cacaint.htm.

Special Needs and Accommodations Statement



Students who need special accommodation or services should contact the SALT (Strategic

Alternatives Learning Techniques), the Center for Learning Disabilities (SALT Center, Old

Main, PO Box 210021, Tucson, Arizona 85721-0021, (520) 621-1242, FAX (520) 621-9448,

TTY (520) 626-6072), http://www.salt.arizona.edu/, and/or the Disability Resources Center,

1540 E. 2nd Street, PO Box 210064, Tucson, Arizona 85721-0064, (520) 621-3268, FAX

(520)621-9423, http://drc.arizona.edu/. The appropriate office must document the need for

accommodations.

Grades

Regular grades (A/B/C/D/E) are offered. Achievement of an A grade requires attendance at
every meeting (unless excused for valid cause), significant participation in discussions that
demonstrates that the assigned course materials have been read, and significant contribution
to the class blog. Failure to meet one of these three criteria will result in a B grade, while
failure to meet more than one will result in a grade of C, D or E, depending on the extent of a
students’ contribution.

Schedule

The focus for this semester is on concepts of progress. Readings are listed below.

Session 1: Introduction, groundrules, general discussion of P/progress
Session 2: Monad to Man, Introduction and Chapter 1, led by the author (Michael Ruse) as a

guest lecturer
Session 3: Aquinas for Armchair Theologians, Chapters 4 & 5
Session 4: Chance & Necessity, Chapters 1, 2 and 9, by Jacques Monod on teleonomy,

animism and scientism
Session 5: The Myths We Live By, Chapters 21-23 by Mary Midgeley on human

exceptionalism
Session 6: continued discussion of human exceptionalism
Session 7: Progress in Evolution and Meaning in Life by Will Provine, chapter in

Evolutionary Progress (ed. M. H. Nitecki)

Summer bonus sessions

Summer session 1: Conclusion of The Causes of Evolution (1932) by J.B.S. Haldane.
Summer session 2: Baba Brinkman‘s Rap Guide to Evolution freely available for download
here.


